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Some Combinations of Emperor Qianlong’s Seals

!;i f& FL B Set of Five Seals

ARER b BEER AR HMEH 2

Shiqu baoji Midian zhulin Qianlong yulan zhibao

Seals for the Shiqu baoji or Midian zhulin
(Imperial Catalogue of Paintings and Calligraphy)

by Emperor Qianlong)

(valued collection examined
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Qianlong jianshang Sanxi Tang jingjian xi Yizisun
(appreciated by (highly appreciated by the (suited for posterity)
Emperor Qianlong) owner of Sanxi Tang)
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Addition of the following seals for Volume 2 of the Shigu baoji:
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Shiqu dingjian Baoji chongbian
(authenticated in the Shiqu baoji) (Volume 2 of the Shiqu baoji)

H7,F& )\ B Set of Eight Seals
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Example: Qianging Gong jiancangbao
(valued collection appreciated and stored at Qianging Gong)

The term ‘Shiqu’ came from the Book of Han. In the early Han dynasty (206BC — AD220),
Chancellor Xiao He (257BC — 193BC) built the Shiqu Pavilion to the north of Weiyang
Palace in Chang'an for storing literature from the Qin dynasty (221BC - 207BC). Naming
the official register of works of calligraphy and painting at court after ‘Shiqu’ illustrated
Qing (1644 — 1911) emperors’ admiration for ancient Chinese culture. The compilation
of the three volumes of the Shigu baoji spanned the reigns of Qianlong (1711 — 1799 ;
reign 1736 — 1795) and Jiaqing (1760 — 1820 ; reign 1796 — 1820), taking over 70 years
with the contribution of 31 officials who appraised, selected and documented over ten
thousand works of calligraphy and painting. The Shigu baoji organised non-religious
imperial works systematically, including works created by previous Qing emperors;
works passed down from previous dynasties; works sent by officials as tribute; and
works created by Emperor Qianlong or Emperor Jiaging. Works with Taoist or Buddhist

themes were recorded in the Midian zbulin.

In 1949, Low Chuck-tiew (1911 — 1993), owner of the Xubaizhai, came to Hong Kong
as manager of the Four Seas Communications Bank Ltd. At that time, he learned there
was an exodus of Chinese art objects from China via Hong Kong, which was a thriving
market for the trade in Chinese antiquities, including items from the imperial collection.
Mr Low was perturbed when he saw many of the objects being sold overseas. His
anxiety over the dislodgement of large quantities of significant Chinese cultural heritage
spurred him on to collect historic paintings and calligraphy. Mr Low acquired 13 works
previously owned by Emperor Qianlong, stamped with the seals of the Shigu baoji.
The works include 2 Buddhist sutras dating from the Tang dynasty (618 — 907); an

illustrated work attributed to the Song dynasty (960 — 1279) ; 3 calligraphic works
by Ming (1368 — 1644) masters and 7 paintings from the Qing dynasty. Among the
13 works, 11 had been listed in the Shiqu baoji and were later categorised as the
‘Northeast works. These 13 pieces fell into various categories of the Shigu baoji,
including ‘set of five seals’ and ‘set of eight seals’; works found in the first
and second volumes of the Shiqu baoji and Midian zhulin. Some of these
works were later appreciated by Emperors Jiaqing and Xuantong (1906 — 1967 ;
reign 1909 — 1911) and stamped with their seals of examination. Several works in
Mr Low’s collection had also been the treasures of other private collectors at different
periods. These 13 pieces in the Xubaizhai Collection that are related to the Shigu baoyi,
including works by Emperor Qianlong, illustrate how antiquities from the Qing imperial
collection crossed the world via Hong Kong in the last century, showing the crucial role

the city played in collecting and preserving Chinese antiquities in the past.

In 1989, Low Chuck-tiew donated his Xubaizhai Collection to the Hong Kong Museum
of Art, most of which are works by masters of the Ming and Qing dynasties. In 1992, an
exhibition gallery designated as the Xubaizhai Gallery of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy
was designed and constructed within the museum. Since then, over 20 thematic
exhibitions, including ‘A Gift of Heritage’ (1992), ‘Collecting and Inheriting’ (2007),
‘A Landscape Journey’ (2010) and ‘A Journey into Chinese Painting’ (2013), have been
held to display this collection of masterpieces, and to pay tribute to a great man whose
legacy provides everyone with a share of the valuable cultural heritage of China.



1. %% (B > 618 - 907) » IMEH BB EAN > BWERK > KBHKAETFE > 26,5 x 1498 JEK

Anonymous (Tang dynasty, 618 — 907), Avadana-sutra, volume 6 in small regular script, Not dated, Handscroll, ink on paper, 26.5 x 1498 cm

2. k& (B » 618 - 907) » B RMRIBEB &M & FE N > MER  KBEATE > 23.8x4328 EX

Anonymous (Tang dynasty, 618 — 907), Mahaparinirvana-sutra (The Great Parinirvana Sutra), chapter 6 in small regular script, Not dated, Handscroll, ink on paper, 23.8 x 432.8 cm
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3. BRIz (TFERMA1130 — £91170) () > REF (1127 - 1162 7E07) () > BREANE - WER > KEROEAMEANR (ER) > 8262x65 EX

Ma Hezhi (act. ca. 1130 - ca. 1170) (attri.), Emperor Gaozong (1. 1127 — 1162) (attri.), HHlustrations for the Odes of Qi, Not dated, 6 album leaves (mounted as a handscroll), ink and colour on silk , Each 26.2 x 65 cm
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4 BB (1673 - 1751 %) - ILRZEE - 17335 1F » KBREEETE - 43 x 323 BK

Tang Dai (1673 - after 1751), Autumn mouniains, Dated 1733, Handscroll, ink and colour on silk, 43 x 323 cm
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5. EH B (1555~ 1636) » ATHEREPHELE - M4FEK (H1605E16104F1F) » KBEAFE > 283 x611.5 JEX

Dong Qichang (1555 — 1636), Eulogy on the Restoration of the Great Tang Dynasty in running script, Not dated (ca. 1605 — 10), Handscroll, ink on paper, 28.3 x 611.5 cm
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. &k catalogue:

. #F# Catalogue:

. F# catalogue:

. #F#k catalogue:

. 8§ Catalogue:

FBEER AR 7S No. 6, Volume 2, Midian zhulin

#JE Storage Location: 275 Qianging Gong (The Palace of Heavenly Purity)

{8 Imperial Seals:

NIRZ : FRBTRAR - HEREMIBE 2 2 (HEIEIED) - BEREME - =M EE 575
T B SR - BB - BRARE E

HEME ()~ KR ERWZH

W (WEE) - EFMEZE (J7E)

Midian zbulin's ‘set of eight seals’ and others, including Taishang huangdi zhibao (treasure of the
Emperor Supreme [Emperor Qianlong)), Jiaging yulan zhibao (valued collection examined by
Emperor Jiaqing) and Xuantong yulan zhibao (valued collection examined by Emperor Xuantong)

F IR MAIR 7S No. 6, Volume 2, Midian zbulin

I Storage Location: #£% & Qianging Gong (The Palace of Heavenly Purity)

fHH 1mperial Seals:

JNEE 2 BRBCHRAR - REREM S B (HRIRIED) - R Rl B~ = A aiil T - B4R -
HCTE SRR - RLBORTAR - RAMREE

FMEMEZE ()~ KERHZH

FEMEZE (50 - ERMEZHE ()

Midian zbulin's ‘set of eight seals’ and others, including seals of the Emperor Supreme,
Emperors Jiaging and Xuantong

AREAZE=TA k AREZERE=TL
No. 36, Volume 1, Shigu baoji and No. 39, Volume 2, Shigu baoji

U] Storage Location: HEE Yushufang (Imperial Library)

i1 8 1mperial Seals:

NE2 AREY wRANZE WEED) LR =FE8EE - 5E75% -
EREME - AREE  ARER

AREE  BWE(RTH) ARAAREEHATHE  \#ESZE KEEFZH -
HART - BFFE (JE)

FEMEZE (7)) ERMEE (MEEED)

Shiqu baoji’s ‘set of eight seals’, Shiqu jijian (re-authenticated in the Shigu baoji) and others, including
seals of Xueshi Tang (Hall for Studying the Book of Odes), the Emperor Supreme,

Emperors Jiaqing and Xuantong

AREFHE=TT No. 35, Volume 1, Shigu baoji

#E Storage Location: & F Yushufang (Imperial Library)

1B 1mperial Seals:

W REM T2 W (7En) - AIRERK - R SR

FEME W (WEED) - EAMHSE L (HEED)

Qianlong yulan zhibao (valued collection examined by Emperor Qianlong), Shiqu baoji (Imperial
Catalogue of Paintings and Calligraphy), Yushufang jiancangbao (valued collection appreciated
and stored at the Imperial Library) and others, including seals of Emperors Jiaging and Xuantong

FRAFEBE No record

R Storage Location: A& Unknown

™ 1mperial Seals: )
HE2:AREY  WEAEZH MWEED)  CEEH =SAEBEE ET7H
Shiqu baoji’s ‘set of five seals’



. (1686 - 1772) - BE=ZFHE - JEK
(17574FRZIERE) > K BRREARASLHE - 149 x 64 JEXK
Zou Yigui (1686 — 1772), Three flowers of early spring, Not
dated (Colophon by Emperor Qianlong in 1757), Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper, 149 x 64 cm

# % Catalogue: ARERBRER T
No. 59, Volume 2, Shiqu baoji
W& Storage Location: FE#E Ningshou Gong
(Palace of Tranquil Longevity)

6. F# Catalogue: FEFHEE=+— No. 31, Volume 1, Shiqu baoji
JUE Storage Location: fl#EE Yushufang (Imperial Library)

fHE Imperial Seals:

MR ZE (VM) AREX - HEREERYE

FREESE W WEEIEN) ~ B4R B (J7Ep)

Qianlong yulan zhibao, Shiqu baoji, Yushufang jiancangbao and others, including seals of
Emperors Jiaqing and Xuantong

{8 Imperial Seals:

NEE: ARER  ENEH (WEED) - K-
EREREE HTFR SEFEMAAEEER  AEEE -
AR ER

EE 3ot %

Shiqu baoji's ‘set of eight seals’ and Leshou Tang jiancangbao
(valued collection appreciated and stored in the Hall of Joyful
Longevity)

7. F & Catalogue: ARYE SRS L No. 7, Volume 2, Shiqu baoji
WU Storage Location:  #2¥% B Qianqing Gong (The Palace of Heavenly Purity)

0 EE 1mperial Seals:

NEE WREHEZE (WME) - AREY  CEEYN SALEEE - HTE-
EEEERE REE  EXNER

FEMEZE () - EAME 2 ()

Shiqu baoji's ‘set of eight seals’ and others, including seals of Emperors Jiaging and Xuantong

. MR (1633 - 1690) > FFLLZEHLE - 16704 1F
IKEBHRAILH > 102.5 x 57 JEXK
Yun Shouping (1633 — 1690), Rising clouds in the southern mountains,
Dated 1670, Hanging scroll, ink on paper, 102.5 x 57 cm

8. F# Catalogue: AREKE=11H No. 35, Volume 1, Shigu baoji
R Storage Location: & B Yushufang (Imperial Library)

HHEE 1mperial Seals:

WIEMMH (WEE) AREY - HEFERE

FRERH W (WEEED) - EAAHTE B (WEED)  ESEH -

TEARTIRE 5 2L (%)

Qianlong yulan zhibao, Shiqu baoji, Yushufang jiancangbao and others, including seals of
Emperors Jiaqing and Xuantong

# % Catalogue: FAZE# No record
& Storage Location: A Unknown

0 E Imperial Seals:
FES HREK R W (EED) - SR
EHEEREE  HTH

Shigu baoji’s ‘set of five seals’
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9. #F§k Catalogue: AREAKMERE /AT = No. 82, Volume 2, Shiqu baoji
WU Storage Location:  BAKHF Siyong Zhai (Studio of Eternal Thoughtful)

{888 Imperial Seals:

ARUEIM  EREREEHRTE  \BELZH  KLEH2ZH

Shiqu baoji suocang (collection of the Shigu baoji) and others, including seals of the
Emperor Supreme

. EEROEHR1757 - 1767) - HHEE > MEEEK
KRR E ARSI - 151 x 47 JEK
Jin Tingbiao (act. 1757 — 1767), Viewing plum blossoms, Not dated
Hanging scroll, ink and colour on paper, 151 x 47 cm

F# Catalogue: HRAZE Bk No record
R Storage Location: ¥ Unknown

fHE Imperial Seals:
HES: AREY LR WEE) - ZEgy -
SHRENER - HTR

Shiqu baoji’s ‘set of five seals’

). &k Catalogue: ARERBEE ST No. 62, Volume 2, Shiqu baoji
R Storage Location: #{L¥#F Chunhua Xuan (Chunhua Gallery)

8 H 1mperial Seals:

GRERHMW - K27

AT AL E S 2

Shiqu baoji suocang, Taishang huangdi (Emperor Supreme), Chunhua Xuan (Chunhua Gallery)
and Chunhua Xuan tushu zhenmibao (valued collection of books in the Chunhua Gallery)

MR 3 25 8 v R [ Xubaizhai Collection of Chinesé Painting and Calligraphy

FUTIVI (0 b4t ! Education Pamphlet (Volume 21)




6. BAWI (1461 — 1527) > FTEMER > 14964 1E » KBHKAFE > 20.5x 578 EX

Zhu Yunming (1461 — 1527), Poem on Encountering Sorrow in running script, Dated 1496, Handscroll, ink on paper, 29.5 X 578 cm

7. BEL(1435 - 1504) » FEBHREHA > HER > KBKAFE > 284 x153 JEXK
Wu Kuan (1435 — 1504), Poems on Snow by Su Shi in running script, Not dated, Handscroll, ink on paper, 28.4 x 153 cm

8. E48(1592 - 1652) » EHEHREE » 16474F1F » KBHAFE > 25x 373.5 X
Wang Duo (1592 — 1652), Flowers, vegetables and rock, Dated 1647, Handscroll, ink on paper, 25 x 373.5 cm

9. BEEH (L) (1711 - 1799) » BG4I - 176748 1F » KBAAFE » 20.5 x 160 X
Emperor Qianlong (Hongli) (1711 — 1799), Flowers, Dated 1767, Handscroll, ink on paper, 20.5 x 160 cm

10, B L (ILE) (1711 — 1799) » ZHEE » 17604F4E - KBHEAFE > 25 x 82,5 EK
Emperor Qianlong (Hongli) (1711 — 1799), Three fruits, Dated 1760, Handscroll, ink on paper, 25 x 82.5 cm




