Cruising the Universe: Fantastic Animals in the Arts of China
Activity Sheet

Do you know? There are many fantastic creatures he:m

the Hong Kong Museum of Art. Let me take you on an
adventure into this wonderland. We will go to the third
floor galleries to see two exhibitions, Cruising the
Universe: Fantastic Animals in the Arts of China and. Gems of
Chinese Ceramics from the Hong Kong Museum of Art. You
will find lots of information on those creatures.

Have you got paper, pen and map ready? Put them in your

Qiack - they’ll come in handy. Ready now? Let’sy
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® 1. Do you know who [ am?

Do you recognise the creatures in these items on display? Follow the hint and find out.

A. Iam _a bat._

Cruising the Universe Cruising the Universe Cruising the Universe

Cruising the Universe Gems of Chinese Ceramics Cruising the Universe

Cruising the Universe Cruising the Universe Gems of Chinese Ceramics
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ifferent meanings in Chinese culture. How much do you know

Or can you guess? Compare the pictures and the explanations underneath, then trace the
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ladder puzzle’ (turn left or right at every corner) to see if you have guessed correctly.

® 2. Do you know what I mean?

These creatures have d.

N,

| am a symbol of good luck,
happiness and all kinds of
blessings.

Toad

| am a celestial animal in Chinese
myths and legends. | am a
symbol of fame, fortune and all
the good things associated with
high-ranking officialdom.

\Mandaf DuckJ \

y,

I am a symbol of abundance,
meaning | can bring a lot of
money and many children and
grandchildren to the family.

Bat

J \\

I am a symbol of money. You
can find me with a man called
“Liu Hai”, who is always teasing
me. | am supposed to keep the
money rolling in.

Fish

J \\

| am a celestial bird that often
appears in Chinese myths and

I —

Crane

thousand years, so | represent
“long life”.

J \

We always appear in pairs,
so we represent “lovers who
will never part”.

Deer




® 3. Everyday sayings involving animals and creatures

Throughout, history, humankind and animals have always been very close. We not only
see animal images on everyday things around us, but also use them in idiomatic
expressions. How many such idioms do you know? Match them with the answers below.

colour
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And can you give more examples?

Someone sees or notices

things more easily than others.

A person succeeds in doing two

things at the same time.

A person decides to act

decisively in order to deal with
a difficult situation or problem.

The person does things different

from others or that the nature of
the problem is an entirely different.

A person has a lot of friends and

acquaintances and likes to flit
from one social event to other.




® 4. Hunt them down!

Follow the instructions on the map and ‘hunt down’ these animals. After you have
found them, remember to read the descriptions, look carefully, and observe what is
before you. It’s a great lesson in Chinese antiquities!
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® 5. Decorate your own vase

Try your design skills! Pick up your colour pencils and. draw the creatures you have seen
today on this vase.

(Hint: At the Education Corner on Level Three, you can find some stamping and tracing fools that might come in
handy.)
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e 6. Handy tools past and present

On this page you can see on the left some of the tools and utensils the ancient Chinese
used. Do you know what they were for? Can you link them with the tools and utensils
we use today, as shown on the right?

Bronze Mirror

Pillow

—® -

Bronze Iron Mirror

Hand Warmer Pillow

Candle Stand Iron

We have come to the end of our ‘adventure in wonderland’ today. Next time when you see fantastic
creatures like these, you can proudly say, “I know them! Let me tell you who they are, what they
mean, and how to use them!” See you in our next exhibition then!
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‘s’ Answer:

B. adragon C. aphoenix D. adeer E. amagpie
F. atoad G. adeer H. aram | a butterfly
Animals Metaphorical Meaning
Deer | am a celestial animal in Chinese myths and legends. | am a symbol of fame, fortune and all the good

things associated with high-ranking officialdom.

Fish | am a symbol of abundance, meaning | can bring a lot of money and many children and grandchildren to
the family.
Bat | am a symbol of good luck, happiness and all kinds of blessings.

Mandarin Duck | We always appear in pairs, so we represent “lovers who will never part”.

Toad | am a symbol of money. You can find me with a man called “Liu Hai”, who is always teasingme. | am

supposed to keep the money rolling in.

Idioms Meaning

Kill two birds A person succeeds in doing two things at the same time.

with one stone

Horse of a The person does things different from others or that the nature of the problem is an entirely different.

different colour

A social butterfly | A person who has a lot of friends and acquaintances and likes to flit from one social event to other.

Eagle eyes Someone who sees or notices things more easily than others.

Take the bull by | A person decides to act decisively in order to deal with a difficult situation or problem.

the horns
Past Bronze Mirror Ewer Pillow Bronze Iron Hand Warmer Candle Stand
Present Mirror Jug Pillow Iron Hand Warmer | Candle Stand
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