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In coincidence with advanced printing techniques, poster art flourished in
major European cities in the late 19th century. Posters were widely employed
10 promote drama, books, food and even daily essentials. There were many
brilliant works as artists participated in the creative process. French artist
Jules Chéret pioneered chromolithography posters which transformed Paris
into “art galleries of the street”. The city also hosted the first poster exhibition
in 1884. The development of modern posters started in France where they
were appreciated as an art form. In nearby countries like Germany,
Switzeriand, Italy, Holland and Belgium, influence of poster art was widely
spread. Today, poster art has been well established in these countries.

Early posters from European countries were highly influenced, both in visual
effect and form of expression, by mainstream art movements of the time, such
as At Nouveau, Art Deco, Avant-Garde, Post-modernism, etc. Poster design
ndﬁa&nmmmﬂmmﬂmmmmm
differed widely in heritage, culture and ethnic characters.

French posters emphasized romantic elegance and freedom of expression
They explored the essence of beauty. In Germany, “plakasti’® posters emerged
Inhmcedbyamu.synboﬁsmamhamsm,meyweraumandcameda
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and economy, while addressing human nature and artistic rationale

at the same time. The influence of this school is still evident today.

Historically neutral, Swnzenanmsaomnuynﬂmlrveelanguagesarewen
Her posters are equally cosmopolitan, blending French romanticism and
German pragmatism. “Swiss Design® was a style of great influence. It featured
fontography that gave a powerful expression of messages. Application of
graphics and symbols were also key features, while the composition was highly
Sequential, rational and functional

Holland is the cradle of “De Stjl", a school that emphasized horizontal and
ventical arangement of pictorial elements. Set against a carefully aranged
background, freshness, light-heartedness and bliss were expressed with
contrasting spaces, characters and colours. To this day, this remains a unique
feature of Dutch posters

In this competition, the majority of selected entries came from Western
European countries like Switzerland, Germany, France, Holland, Italy and
Portugal, and some of them are master pieces. As personal income is
generally stable in these European countries, there is a high focus on leisure,
Culture and art events. For this reason, posters promoting cultural activities are
particular diverse and inspiring. In all Previous triennials, Western European
entries have come up trumps in Category B — Promotion of Cultural Events
This year,the gold, silver and bronze awards were again won by French and
Swiss designers
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