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JAT SEE—YEU (1935-2009), pseudonym Hermit of Zhouxi,

was born in Dongguan, Guangdong Province.
In 1948, he settled in Hong Kong. His passion for the art of calligraphy
and foundations in it were developed at a very young age. In 1954, he pursued
studies in Chinese literature at Taiwan Normal University, while learning from
Kao Hung-chin (1891-1963), the philologist, and Wang Chuang-wei (1909-1998),
Tsung Hsiao-chen (1891-1979) and Tan Shu (1899-1981), notable calligraphers,
among others. These experiences enriched his calligraphic skills and deepened his
knowledge of Chinese studies. In the late 1960s and 1970s, as a student of Lui
Shou-kwan, Jat was inspired by his new ink paintings and embarked on a journey
of diverse exploration in calligraphy. He strived for evolution and innovation, while
being firmly rooted in traditional calligraphy. Through his studies of philology and
experiments with new ink art, he ventured into unconventional territory, breaking
the boundary of calligraphy and painting. Residing in the tranquillity of Cheung
Chau, away from the bustling city, Jat nourished his art with nature and rural
sentiments, creating a unique fresh realm for his calligraphic endeavours. Jat
See-yeu dedicated his whole life to the art of calligraphy and actively participated
in its promotion and education. In 2001, he was awarded the Medal of Honour
from the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for his
contributions to fostering the art of calligraphy.

The Hong Kong Museum of Art is honoured to receive a generous donation of over
a hundred artworks from Jat See-yeu's family, of which more than eighty items
are on display in this exhibition. Thanks to their invaluable contribution, together
with the unwavering support of Mr Jat's students and our museum expert
advisers in offering precious materials and insights, we are able to display Jat
See-yeu's world of calligraphy in its entirety. It is a world in which his eclectic
oeuvre of ink and brush invites viewers to experience his bold and pioneering spirit,
his innovating and embracing myriad ideas, all nourished by the unique cultural
milieu of Hong Kong.
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Cultivating the Self in Tradition
Pursuing Innovation while Honouring Convention

BAERHAEMEHENFE  LHEFHEXWER - HEHXFH Jat See-yeu dedicated himself to the study of palaeography with a
FBE & s a2 S HENASER  ZEREGUEREN particular focus on engraved and casted inscriptions. His profound
EHRAEER L UXFEAAFEA T INEEA/ERS - it knowledge of the origins, meaning and structure of ancient Chinese

MEREBEEYIREHWEE  EHEASEPEETSZE characters, allowed him to explore new concepts in calligraphic
BEEY > LUESEESER o creation upon his solid foundation in techniques. While mastering
various calligraphic styles, he saw beyond a mere craft into

calligraphy's deeper purpose — its potential to nurture one's character
and self-reflection. He aimed to elevate his art into a manifestation of
virtue and wisdom, remaining self alert and introspective to reach the
pinnacle of the art of calligraphy.
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1990 Ao 2008 _ 1980:
KBAEAH KB KEBHAEIE RBAEARSL S
137 x 25.1 B £1379x 232 [EX 80x79.9 EX 347x35 EX
Couplet i | script Inscription of i
Abstract from Comments of Couplet in clerical script 25)5,5 T We?)r(li:glon o broliFegsin of
a recluse in cursive script Not d.oted ) Square scroll, ink on paper 1980
1990 Hanging scroll, ink an paper 80 x 799 cm Square scroll, ink an paper

Hanging scroll, ink on paper Each 1379 x 232 cm YT, A
137x251cm
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Infusion of Calligraphy and Painting
Going Beyond Characters
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L X,“* Verse in cursive script
‘;/ \ O } 1994

Set of 2 vertical scrolls,
ink and colour on paper
Each 66.7 x19.9 cm

Jat See-yeu's deep studies in palaeography and exposure to the
revolutionary styles of the pioneer of 'New Ink Art Movement'
Lui Shou-kwan sparked new insights. Jat set ink brush to paper and
let his vision flow, creating artworks that redefine calligraphy.
He experimented freely with ink diffusion and colour rendering,
and integrated ingeniously varied character forms, strokes and
composition. With meticulous attention to the choice of paper, the
application of ink, colours and brushwork, as well as thoughtful
consideration of mounting and embellishment, Jat forged calligraphic
works with fascinating imagery and ravishing ink aesthetics. His
innovations thus expanded the possibilities of this contemplative art,
while ensuring it remains close to everyday life.
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KEZREEARNTS KEZREEARNTS
50 x 50 Bk 68.2 x 68.2 [EK
Figure Il (Guardian) Feast

2003 1994

Square scroll, ink and colour on paper  Square scroll, ink and colour on paper

50x50cm 68.2x68.2cm



My Realm of Art in the Studio
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2006 1998
TKBAR AL KEBESEREATH
138 x 45.8 EXK £ 689x 15.4 [EXK
Verse in cursive script Couplet in clerical script
2006 1998
Hanging scroll, ink on paper Hanging scroll, ink on gold-flecked paper
138 x45.8cm Each 68.9 x15.4 cm
&K Living water
2J807%&2K—}-7\j_ 2007 While Hong Kong's bustling energy swirled around him, Jat See-yeu
IKEA N Square scroll, ink on paper y ’ B .
32 x 33 BK 39 %33 cm sought retreat in nature's canvas — the serene island of Cheung Chau.

Away from the urban clamour, he befriended simplicity and immersed
himselfen the island life's quiet charm. The gentle pattering of rain and
the vibrant hues of trees in his courtyard brought him joy.@nspiring him

EHREEN BARMRRENRERMN  EBWHES R

to name his residencee 'Rain-cleansed Studio'e ande 'Pomegranate

B BIUNSERIIALE - K - RMERTH—HRBARME S Red Pavilion'. It was also a sanctuary for his mind and spirit, where
FTE > A TR%kLEL R TRAILE, mEHEA - EENE he could find solitude while reading or creating art, or enjoyescholarly

BRESAE > BERREZRBEEOEN—TTRM companionship over brewing tea
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In his creative endeavours, Jat See-yeu was a maverick who stood
his ground against the critique of others, constantly refining his art,
Skilled in various calligraphic scripts and styles, Jat skillfully navigated
between the simple and the intricate, the exquisite and the majestic,
to realise his artistic vision. With a keen eye for form, lines, brushwork
and spatial arrangements, Jat constantly sought new avenues of
expression in response to the ever-evolving times. He followed his own
path and blazed his own distinctive calligraphic style, freely as he
winged his way at his time, open-heartedly as he embraced endless
possibilitiesén our boundless universe.

2004 2004
IKBMEARIIBNFE  Set of 6 hanging scrolls, ink on paper
£121.2x70 [EXK Each 121.2x 70 cm
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2008 2008
IKBAL ARG Horizontal scroll, ink on paper
1457 x 660.4[EXK 1457 x660.4 cm
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