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Hong Kong Museum of Art
City Hall ® Edinburgh Place
Tel.: 5-224127

Opening Hours

Weekdays: 10 am — 6 pm
(Closed on Thursdays)
Sundays and Public. Holidays:
1 pm — 6 pm
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The programmé is subject to alteration.

The Museum will be closed on January 1,
February 13, 14 and 15, 1983. The staff of the
Museum wish you a most joyful New Year.
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Late Spring and Autumn Period
Height: 18.5 cm

Collection of the Shanghai Museum
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1 Picasso — Intime
Museum Gallery, 11th floor, City Hall High Block
Up to Jan 19

This exhibition presented by the Urban Council in-
cludes works of the greatest artist of the century,
Pablo Picasso. He is the father of Cubism and one of
the most distinguished innovators in modern art. The
exhibition consists of 86 works of paintings, water-
colours, sculptures and ceramics by Picasso, as well
as personal letters and valuable photographs showing
intimate moments of his life. The exhibits are mainly
chosen from the collection of his daughter, Maya
Ruiz-Picasso, and some famous works from other
private collections. Most of these works were
executed during Picasso’s prime years from 1930s to
1950s. They reflect the major styles of his art, and also
reveal his philosophy on art and life.
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a Red Beret

Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)
1937

Qil and pencil on canvas
55x 46 cm
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2 Urban Council Fine Art Award Winners
Museum Gallery, 11th floor, City Hall High Block
Jan 28 to Feb 17

This exhibition features representative works of art by
six talented contemporary Hong Kong artists who
were presented with Urban Council Fine Art Awards
for distinguished artistic merits at the Contemporary
Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition in 1981. The artists
are: Lee Yun-woon, Kan Tai-keung, Au Man-siu, Chu
Hon-sun, Lui Fung-ngar and Tong Kwok-fai. Exhibits
include drawing, painting, print, sculpture and
Chinese calligraphy.
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® 1982
( g% & Ink on paper
177 x93 cm
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3 Ancient Chinese Bronzes in the Collection of
the Shanghai Museum

Museum Gallery, 10th floor, City Hall High Block
Feb 1 to April 3

This exhibition jointly presented by the Urban Council
and the Shanghai Museum to celebrate the 11th Hong
Kong Arts Festival, 1983 features 50 pieces of ancient
Chinese bronzes dated from the Shang dynasty (cBC
16th-11th century) to the Warring States Period (BC
475-BC 221). They are selected from the bronze collec-
tion of the Shanghai Museum. The exhibits, demons-
trating the development of ancient Chinese bronzes,
include ritual vessels, wine and food containers and
musical instruments, such as ding (tripod), pan
(basin), hu (wine container), zhong (bell) and others.
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Ding with interlaced dragon
Warring States Period

Height: 30.6 cm

Collection of the Shanghai Museum
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4 Third Commonwealth Photography
Museum Gallery, 11th floor, City Hall High Block
Feb 25 to March 20

This exhibition presented by the Urban Council in
association with the Commonwealth Arts Organisa-
tion includes colour and black-and-white photographs
selected from photographic societies and photo-
graphers of the Commonwealth countries. The
exhibition aims at promoting better understanding of
the Commonwealth countries through the art of
photography. The works -are divided into three
categories: (1) Commonwealth and its People, (2)
Commonwealth Environments and (3) Culture and
Tradition of the Commonwealth.

Travelling
Exhibitions
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1 Chinese Calligraphy: Han Dynasty
Sham Shui Po Library: Jan 3-Jan 17
Waterloo Road Library: Feb 1-Feb 16

2 Chinese Calligraphy: Sui to Tang Dynasty
Chai Wan Library: Jan 3-Jan 17
Sham Shui Po Library: Feb 1-Feb 18

3 Chinese Calligraphy: Six Dynasties
Mei Foo Sun Chuen Library: Jan 4-Jan 18
Chai Wan Library: Feb 1-Feb 18

4 Chinese Calligraphy: Yuan to Ching Dynasty
Ping Shek Library: Jan 3-Jan 17
Mei Foo Sun Chuen Library: Feb 1-Feb 17
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A Survey of Chinese Landscape Painting
A lecture series in Cantonese

Lecturer: Mr Wucius Wong

Recital Hall, 8/F, City Hall High Block

Chinese landscape painting, a popular topic of

Chinese painter, especially the scholar-painter, has a

long and never-ending tradition which can be traced
back to the Tang dynasty (618-907). The lecturer, Mr
Waucius Wong, a renowned local practising landscape
painter and an art educator, will analyse in his lecture
series the aesthetic background and physical com-
ponents of the art form with a projection on its future
development. The four lectures will be fully illustrated
with colour slides.

Lecture 1: Materials ® Tools ® Techniques

Mon Jan 10 6 pm

An examination of traditional materialts, tools and
techniques used for Chinese landscape painting in
comparison with those used for western painting.

Lecture 2: Sources ® Evolution ® Development
Tues Jan 11 6 pm

An investigation of the landscape theme, tracing its
sources, evolution and development in a chronological
order.

Lecture 3: Composition ® Perspective ® Space
Mon Jan 17 6 pm

An analysis of the pictorial elements in Chinese land-
scape painting with reference to their aesthetic
philosophy.

Lecture 4: Yesterday ® Today ® Tomorrow

Tues Jan 18 6 pm

A comparison of two possible trends: The moderni-
zation of Chinese painting and the orientalization of
modern painting with a view on the future of Chinese
landscape painting.

Free admission tickets will be available at the Museum
of Art counter at a maximum of two tickets per lecture
for each person starting from Monday, January 3.
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Lecture on Ancient Chinese Bronzes
In conjunction with the exhibition Ancient Chinese
Bronzes in the Collection of the Shanghai Museum.

1 The Art of Chinese Ancient Bronzes
By Mr Shen Zhiyu (in Mandarin)

Recital Hall, 8/F, City Hall High Block
Tues Feb 1 6 pm

Mr Shen Zhiyu is the Director of the Shanghai
Museum. In the lecture he will expound the aesthetic
achievements of Chinese ancient bronzes from the
Shang dynasty to the Warring States Period.

2 The Art of Ancient Bronzes from Shang to
Zhou

By Mr Ma Chengyuan (in Mandarin)

Space Museum Lecture Hall

Sat Feb 5 3pm

Mr Ma Chengyuan is an expert on Chinese bronzes.
Based on the archeological excarvations of the past
thirty years in China, he will discuss in details the
development of form, motif, carving and inscription of
ancient Chinese bronzes in the Shang, Zhou, Spring
and Autumn and Warring States periods.

Free admission tickets will be available at the Museum
of Art counter at a maximum of one ticket per lecture
for each person starting from Monday, January 24.
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Film Programme

January
Sat Jan 29 3.30 pm
Mon Jan 31 5.30 pm

(colour, 17 mins)
(colour, 20 mins)
(colour, 18 mins)

1 Pissarro
2 Degas
3 Renoir

The film programme in January features the art of
three gifted Impressionist French painters.active in the
second half of the 19th century. The artists, Camille
Pissarro (1830-1903), Edgar Degas (1834-1917) and
Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1841-1919), were all interested
in recording their visual experience of nature or life
manipulated with distinguished techniques and styles
entirely of their own. Pissarro, an unproblematic
observer of nature, painted his landscapes in juxta-
posing tiny particles of pure colours directly on canvas
to create a clarity of vibrating atmosphere. Degas and
Renoir were two Impressionist artists mainly
concerned with human figures. Degas brought to his
paintings of ballet dancers and jockeys a radiant vision
of colour and light and a solid composition; whereas
Renoir impregnated his pictures the joys of daily living.

February
Sat Feb 26 3:30 pm
Mon Feb 28 5.30 pm

1 The Birth of Photography
(black & white, 29 mins)

2 In Praise of Félix Tournachon
(black & white, 11 mins)

3 Robert Doisneau on Paris
(colour, 20 mins)

Since the French pioneer in photography, Louis
Daguerre (1789-1851), announced his practical photo-
graphic process in 1839, the development and use of
the medium has been radically accelerated giving pro-
found contributions to the arts, science and techno-
logy. The first film in this month traces the early
innovations of various phototypes and processes
including the daguerreotype, calotype and others. The
next two films are on two French photographers, Félix
Tournachon (1820-1910) and Robet Doisneau (born

1912). The former, more often known as Nadar, was
one of the great photographers and an intellectual of
various talents in the 19th century.He is famous for his
portraits made of his contemporaries and the first
underground and aerial photographs he took. The last
film was on the photographs taken in Paris where
Doisneaux lived and worked for years demonstrating
his personal aspiration towards this beloved city.
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The films will be shown at the Lecture Hall of
Space Museum. Free admission tickets are now
available from the counter of the Museum of Art
and the Astronomy Bookshop of the Space
Museum or through postal booking.

EXHERBASHFTARHESTNRR - BAFHLIU
RBBRERBIR - LIEREFRE - FRE TIIRE
(EHEEAATER T - FEKE - BEHBRATL
B{&1E 832 HIEETR ©

BRERITR » AR ARHE RILEBH AP o

For postal booking of free tickets for the film
programme, please fill in the following form and
return to the Museum and mark ‘Film’ on the
envelope. Postal booking, on a first-come-first-
served basis, terminates 7 days prior to the day of
showing. Each applicant is allowed a maximum
of 2 tickets per performance.

Booking of school group tickets can be made by
writing to the Education and Extension Services
Section of the Museum.
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Please insert number of tickets required:-

29.1.83 [
31.1.83 I
26.2.83 [
28.2.83 [
Name %%

Address it
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The Residence of Commander of the British
Forces

Murdoch Bruce

1846

Coloured lithograph

24.5%x35.3 cm
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The Former Residence of CBF — Flagstaff House
Joseph S P Ting

Under the extensive redevelopment program of the
Central District, old landmarks of historical interest like
the Hong Kong Shanghai Bank, the Hong Kong Club
and the Murray House were demolished in recent
years. Flagstaff House, also known as Headquarter
House, located on the eastern slope of Cotton Tree
Drive and separated from the Murray multi-storeyed
carparks by Queen’s Way, is the only historic building
that still survives. This piece of British colonial Greek
Revival architecture built between 1844 to 1846 is the
oldest extant domestic building in Hong ang.

Before reclamation in mid-19th century, the hill on
which Flagstaff House stands commanded a
panorama of the harbour and was thus an ideal
building site. As early as February 1841, one month
after the island’s occupation by the British, Jardine,
Matheson and Company erected a matshed godown
on the shore just below the present site of Flagstaff
House. At the first official land sales (in June), they
bought the lots on which the already erected godown
stood (marine lots 26, 27, 28). Later they obtained a

transfer from a Captain Ramsay of Town Lot 42, the
hill just behind and erected a large house of ‘half New
South Wales and half native production’ to serve as
the headquarters of the firm. However, in early 1842, it
was announced that the area to the east of the Albany
nullah was to be reserved for the Military. Conse-
quently, Jardine’s moved to the east accepting the
compensation offer of 25,000 dollars and two marine
lots in West Point. The house Jardine’s built on lot 42
was occupied by Lord Saltourn, Commander of British
Forces in China, who had to pay 1,000 dollars for
furniture and forty dollars a month for rent to Morgan,
the agent of Jardine’s. In a despatch to Jardine's,
Woosnam, the governor’s secretary pointed out that
the house in Lord Saltourn’s occupation be perma-
nently assigned for the residence of the Commander
of the British Forces, and, being one of the earliest
erected in the colony, the house which was beyond
repair should be rebuilt.
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The Residence of

the Major-General D'Aguilar
Lieut Martin

Coloured lithograph
40.2x28.5 cm

Major-General D’Aguilar, the first Commander of the
British Forces in Hong Kong, arriving at the end of
1843 had to lodge in Lane’s Inn, one of the earliest
hotels in Hong Kong, at a monthly rent of 400 dollars.
Realizing that an official residence would constitute a
great saving, the government decided to demolish the
house on lot 42, and to erect an official residence for
Major-General D'Aguilar.

In August, 1844, Major Edward Aldrich, the
Commander Royal Engineers, submitted a report and
estimate for building a living quarter for the Officer
Commanding. It was decided that.the expenditure
should be kept as low as possible, resulting in the
rejection of galleries round the house as the govern-
ment was facing great fiscal problems during the early
years of the founding of this colony. According to the
contract, contractors should provide at his own



charge, all materials, labour, transport, scaffolding,
tools and implements requisite for the works. In case
of damage to works in progress from natural disasters,
it was to be at the risk and expense of the contractor
who should complete the work by a deadline to be
specified, and a penalty was also specified for every
day that the workmight remain incomplete after the
deadline. For building materials, there was a very good
supply of granite in Hong Kong, but bricks, timber
and glass had to be transported from Guangdong. An
Englishman John Dalton Hawkin’s tender of 22,000
dollars was accepted. However, the work came to a
standstill four months after its commencement. One
month after that, he left the colony in face of
pecuniary difficulties. Aldrich subsequently appointed
Achow, a Chinese contractor, to finish the work at
18,000 dollars, including the addition of verandahs to
the three sides of the house, in six months’ time.
Unfortunately, a progress report of the Royal
Engineer’s Department stated that there was a serious
combination among the Chinese masons which had
retarded the progress of the work. A subsidiary report
and estimate had to be drawn up to cover an excess of
expenditure under the circumstance of the failure of
Achow.
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The Flagstaff House
Artist unknown
Mid-19th century
Watercolour on paper
17.6x25 cm

When Hong Kong was settled by the British, the
immediate need of buildings brought many connected
with the building trade to Hong Kong. Some became
rich but the majority not accustomed to building in the
western style often underestimated on contracts
resulting in bankruptcy and progress of work being
retarded. In 1844 the Land Officer commented that
‘almost all contracts finished by government for the
works were taken at far too low an estimate, and the
consequence was, when the parties found they would
become losers, both contractor and security
decamped, and in some instances they were
imprisoned.

There is to be found no further report on the contin-
uation of the construction work of Headquarter House
after the failure of Achow, but the “’Friend of China"’
of April 18, 1846 reported that ‘magnificent quarters
for the military officers and their chief were nearly
completed. ' It is known that Flagstaff House was
finally completed on May 12, 1846 and Major-General
D’Aguilar moved into the house on September 28,
thus becoming the first master of the house.

Flagstaff House has undergone several alterations in
the past century. Nevertheless, historical pictures
extant show that it looked like on completion in 1846.
The Hong Kong Museum of Art has in its collection
three historical pictures showing the Flagstaff House
in the 19th century. The earliest one is a lithograph
dated September 28, 1846 by Murdoch Bruce, the
Inspector of Buildings and Overseer of Roads who was
often attributed to be the designer of Flagstaff House.
However, since it is known that all building works in
the garrison were proceeded under the supervision of
Major Edward Aldrich, it is unlikely that Murdoch
Bruce was the designer of the house. Another litho-
graph by Lieut Martin shows the southern view of
Flagstaff House in 1847, a year after its completion.
The third picture is a watercolour acquired recently
which shows Flagstaff House in the foreground and St
John’s Cathedral and Government House to the left.
This watercolour which is the only original work
showing Flagstaff House in the museum collection
was not signed, but bears strong resemblance to the
works by Major Schomberg, an amateur artist who is
known to be in Hong Kong circa 1858.

Flagstaff House has been handed over to the Urban
Council. Under the Council’s jurisdiction the house will
be converted into a branch museum of the Hong Kong
Museum of Art for the display of teaware in the near
future. These three historical pictures will be exhibited
in the future Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware.






