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Hong Kong Museum of Art
9/F to 11/F, City Hall High Block, 7 Edinburgh Place, Central,
Hong Kong.
Tel: 5224127
Opening Hours: Weekdays 10 am - 6 pm
Sundays & Public Holidays 1 pm - 6 pm
Closed on Thursdays

Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware
A Branch Museum of the Hong Kong Museum of Art
Cotton Tree Drive, Central, Hong Kong.
Tel: 8690690
Opening Hours: 10 am - 5 pm daily
Closed on Wednesdays

All programmes are subject to change without prior notice.
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Releasing a crane from Gushan
Porcelain plaque painted in fencai
enamels

HE Xuren (1882-1940)

Dated 1930

With artist's inscription, signature
and two seals

An exhibit of ‘Brush and Clay —
Chinese Porcelain of the

Early Twentieth Century’
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Miniatures

Seals: Wang, Yinxian xiaopin

c. 1980

An exhibit of ‘The Art of the Yixing
Potter: The K.S. Lo Collection, Flagstaff
House Museum of Tea Ware'
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Brush and Clay — Chinese Porcelain of the
Early Twentieth Century

Museum Galleries, 10/F & 11/F, City Hall High Block
Up to 23 Sept

The production of Chinese imperial porcelain ceased after
the fall of the Manchu dynasty in the early 20th century. In
the meanwhile, a new genre of ceramics decorated with
consummate skill of painting appeared. Ceramists like
Wang Qi, Wang Yeting, Cheng Yiting, Tian Hexian, Xu
Zhongnan, Deng Bishan, Wang Bu, Pan Taoyu and Wang
Dafan etc., who were proficient in Chinese literature and
painting techniques, contributed their best to paint on
porcelain.

The exhibition includes over 160 items of porcelain wares
and plaques selected from the collection of Mr. Simon
Kwan. It provides a panoramic view on the art of porcelain
of the early 20th century. A fully illustrated catalogue is
available for sale at the gallery to supplement the exhibi-
tion.
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0Old angler and attendant

Vase painted in _fencai enamels
WANG Qi (1884-1937)

c. 1933

With artist’s inscription, signature
and two seals, and one other seal
on base

An exhibit of ‘Brush and Clay —
Chinese Porcelain of the Early
Twentieth Century’




Exhibitions

v %,
R WEE T

AR R T R B A A S R B Rk
B —fE R - A RS /N KB A BRI
s BEREFVUERKREHHELEE - BKRE
RO A Bl A A4 R U B RE TR &
A R LA 2 A A 0 B LS B L
R ~ BRI 8 SRR A D7k SE AR AR -

2

Chinese Tea Drinking
G/F, Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware

Tea has long been a part of the Chinese relish for living.
Since the Han dynasty (206 B.C - 220 A.D.), various
methods and customs of tea-drinking have evolved. This
exhibition introduces the major characteristics of the
habit of tea-drinking from before the Tang dynasty (618 -
907) up to the present time. Various kinds of tea wares and
related accessories used in the preparation of tea are
included in the exhibition. Ceramic wares in this exhibi-
tion are drawn from the collection of the Hong Kong
Museum of Art, the Dr. K. S. Lo Collection in the Flagstaff
House Museum of Tea Ware and from other local collec-
tions.
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Celadon ewer with carved floral
decoration, Longquan ware

Yuan dynasty (1271-1368)

An exhibit of ‘Chinese Tea Drinking’
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The Art of the Yixing Potter: The K. S. Lo
Collection, Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware
1/F., Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware

From 15 March

The Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware houses a collec-
tion of ceramic tea ware, named the K. S. Lo Collection
after its donor. The core of this collection is a variety of
Yixing tea ware, sculptures and objects for the scholar’s
studio dated from the Ming dynasty (1368-1644) up to the
present day.

The exhibition features over one hundred pieces of Yixing
pottery selected from the K. S. Lo Collection to illustrate
the consummate skill of the Yixing potters. A fully illus-
trated catalogue is available to supplement the exhibition.

A selection of 118 pieces of Yixing pottery from the K.S. Lo
Collection, Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware will travel
to four venues in North America. The itinerary of this
travelling exhibition is as follows:

Phoenix Art Museum, Arizona, U.S.A.
26 May to 12 Aug 1990

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco, U.S.A.
15 Sept to 22 Dec 1990

Indianapolis Museum of Art, U.S.A.
9 Apr to 9 Jun 1991

Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada
17 Sept 1991 to 5 Jan 1992
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Three figurines of Zhong Kui
Seal: (Xu) Xiutang

c. 1982

Exhibits of ‘The Art of the Yixing
Potter: The K.S. Lo Collection,
Flagstaff House Museum of Tea
Ware'
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Travelling Exhibitions

To extend the Museum’s educational services beyond the schools and institutes upon request. Please contact Miss
premises of the Museum and to provide meaningful Yim Wai-wai or Miss Lee Yuen-wah at 5263743 for advance
extracurricular activities for school children, sets of travel-  booking.

ling exhibitions have been made available for free loan to

1 8
Production of Tea The Art of Gao @Qifeng
Fa Yuen Street Library: 1-20 July Aberdeen Library: 1-15 July
Lockhart Road Library: 1-20 Aug Quarry Bay Library: 1-15 Aug
2 9
Production of Ceramics Hong Kong Children’s Art I
Ngau Chi Wan Library: 1-15 July Quarry Bay Library: 1-15 July
Fa Yuen Street Library: 1-20 Aug Ngau Chi Wan Library: 1-15 Aug
S 10
Techniques in Fabricating the Clay Body of a Murdock Bruce: Hong Kong in 1846
Teapot I Shui Wo Street Library: 1-15 July
Arts Library: 1-20 July Aberdeen Library: 1-15 Aug
1-20 Aug

11
4 Georges Rouault
Techniques in Fabricating the Clay Body of a  Lockhart Road Library: 1-20 July
Teapot II Yau Ma Tei Library: 1-20 Aug

Po On Road Library: 1-20 July

5

Production of Cotton

To Kwa Wan Library: 1-15 July
Shui Wo Street Library: 1-15 Aug

6

Early Masters of Lingnan School
Kowloon Central Library: 1-20 July
To Kwa Wan Library: 1-15 Aug

i

Traditional Decorative Motifs in Chinese Art III
Yau Ma Tei Library: 1-20 July

Kowloon Central Library: 1-20 Aug




3 A Jr 55 St 2 Travelling Exhibition Venues

HER Hong Kong District
A AT 2 S [ Aberdeen Public Library
T KA BN A = 3/F., Urban Council Aberdeen Complex, Aberdeen Main Rd. Tel: 5557464
EEE 5557464 Lockhart Road Public Library
B i N S B R 4-5/F., Urban Council Lockhart Road Complex, 225, Hennessy Road.
Tel: 8322560
¥F 2 3518022 5 B8 B 930 1 B0 KB T O ¢
EE 8322560 @Quarry Bay Public Library
4-5/F., Urban Council Quarry Bay Complex, 38, Quarry Bay Street,
1 £ 99 2 4 A 45 Gy e TESNR
rry Bay. Tel: 5634243
B oy 7 b7 38 % M) fo 0 T BOOK B DO E A
HEah 15634243
Kowloon District
JLHE &
Arts Library
BT [ A Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre, 10 Salisbury Road.
L o B 10 5% A dk S Ak b0 AT K Tel: 7342041
EEE 17342041 Fa Yuen Street Public Library
16 1880 75 2 3 [ sty 4-5/F., Urban Council Fa Yuen Street Complex, 123A. Fa Yuen Street,
HE £ 76 [ #7123 5% A & 18 8 7 BOK I8 10 %5 i Morig Kole:: “Tel 7894745
& Ak 0 7894745 Kwun Tong Public Library

25-35, Ting On Street, Ngau Tau Kok. Tel: 7563221

LR 2 S 5

A8 A E 7 #25-359% Kowloon Central Library
EEE 7563221 5, Pui Ching Road. Tel: 7157611-2
FURE A o [ 4 i Mei Foo Sun Chuen Public Library
HEOE H S5 9 2/F., 120B Broadway, Mei Foo Sun Chuen, Stage VIII. Tel: 7420271
WA T157611-2 Ngau Chi Wan Public Library
2 ,M, s 2 [ o 2;6;/22;31 g7learwater Bay Road, Urban Council Ngau Chi Wan Complex.
HEMEH 12098 M A y
ERE 7420271 Po On Road Public Library
1/F., Urban Council Po On Road Complex, 325-329, Po On Road,
b B 0 LI o Sham Shui Po. Tel: 7293266
4%7)@%1 lsff’#«“tﬁ?ﬁvﬁﬁklﬁ S RAN
EEE 1 3240167 Shui Wo Street Public Library
5-6/F, Urban Council Shui Wo St. Complex, 9, Shui Wo Street, Kwun Tong.
S AR L Tel: 3435255
(R % H325-320 98 R % 2 1l B K I 4 o
EEE 7293266 To Kwa Wan Public Library
5-6/F., To Kwa Wan Market & Government Offices, 165, Ma Tau Wai Road.
Fif 77 2 3 6] (A iy Tel: 7600547
%fﬂf%n‘ﬁﬁﬁ*"@'hﬂk'ﬁh@uﬁ Yau Ma Tei Public Library
WRE 1 3435255 MF & G/F., 250, Shanghai Street. Tel: 7709173
F TR P 20 3 [ iy
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Special Feature

The Twelve Month Cups

Ms. Rose Lee  Assistant Curator (Chinese Antiquities)

The Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware houses a collec-
tion of ceramic tea ware donated to the Urban Council by
Dr. Kwee-seong Lo. Among the gem pieces is a set of
month cups decorated in wucai enamels made to imperial
order in the Kangxi period (1662-1722) of the Qing
dynasty.

The month cups comprises twelve cups, each representing
a month on the Lunar calendar. Each cup is decorated
with a type of seasonal flower and a poetic couplet. In
popular Chinese literature, a historical or legendary figure
is named god or goddess of the flower either because the
particular flower is associated with his/her life events or
because there are similarities between the character of the
person and that of the flower. The more well known ones
include the poet Tao Yuanming honoured as god of the
chrysanthemum, and the goddess of the Luo River as the
narcissus goddess.

Typical of the fine eggshell porcelain, each cup is thinly
potted and covered with a transparent white glaze. Each
has a slightly flaring mouth, steep sides, flat base and low
ring foot. On one side a seasonal flower is depicted in
wucai enamels, often commonly known as famille verte.
On the other side a five- or seven-character poetic couplet
is inscribed in regular script in underglaze blue, followed

10




by a small square seal with the character ‘shang’. A six-
character mark of Kangxi is written in regular script in two
columns within a double-line medallion in underglaze blue
on the base.

The wucai decoration on the cups is a combination of
underglaze blue and overglaze enamels of various colours.
A number of steps are involved in its production: First, the
part of the design to be in underglaze blue such as rock,
water, grass, stems and leaves is drawn on the unfired clay
body using cobalt pigments. The entire cup is then covered
with a transparent glaze, and fired at 1270°C. The rest of
the design is then completed by applying red, green,
yellow, aubergine and black enamels over the glaze. The
cup is fired a second time at around 800°C to yield the final
wucai design.

This method of decoration fits in the definition of doucai
when it is used in the broad sense to denote a combination
of underglaze blue and overglaze enamels. However, the
term doucai has been narrowed down today to mean
porcelain wares with designs outlined in underglaze blue
and with overglaze enamels filled in the delineated areas.
The most representative examples are doucai wares
produced during the Chenghua period (1465 — 1487) of
the Ming dynasty. The underglaze blue used on the twelve
month cups, on the other hand, does not play such a deci-
sive role in the overall design. It is treated as a colour of the
whole palette. It is applied in flat areas besides being
drawn in lines, and its main function is to define objects
occupying space instead of marking outlines for the
design. Thus, it carries the same function and importance
as the overglaze enamels. In fact, this type of wucai ware
combining underglaze blue with overglaze enamels was
popular during the reigns of Jiajing (1522 — 1566) and
Wanli (1573 — 1620) in the Ming dynasty. It was the
mainstream for wucai wares since overglaze blue enamel
was not yet perfected until the Kangxi period in the Qing
dynasty, when fine overglaze blue and overglaze black
enamels were successfully developed. Henceforth, wucai
wares consist of entirely overglaze colours.

The twelve month cups are examples of the high artistic
and technical achievement in Chinese ceramic art. The
designs are finely drawn with close attention to details and
to composition. There is a perfect balance between the
main subject of the flowers and the subsidiary elements of
grass, rock, and water. The underglaze blue serves to
complement and highlight the various flowers in bright
enamel colours.

Other complete sets of month cups bearing identical deco-
ration are collected in the Palace Museum in Beijing,' and
in the Percival David Foundation of Chinese Art in
London.?

Notes
1 See Chugoku Toji Zenshu (Anthology of Chinese Ceramics),
Kyoto, 1981-82, vol. 21, plate 61.

2 See Lady David, Illustrated Catalogue of Ch'ing Enamelled
Wares in the Percival David Foundation of Chinese Art,
Section 2, London, School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London, 1958, plate II.

[ustrations
| . The First Month — Prunus blossom
The Second Month — Apricot blossom
The Third Month — Peach blossom
The Fourth Month — Peony
The Fifth Month — Pomegranate blossom
6. The Sixth Month — Lotus blossom
7. The Seventh Month — Chinese Rose
8. The Eighth Month — Osmanthus blossom
9. The Ninth Month — Chrysanthemum
10 The Tenth Month — Cymbidium
11. The Eleventh Month — Narcissus
12. The Twelfth Month — Wintersweet
13. The couplet on the other side of the cup
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14. The reign mark of Kangxi on the base
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Special Feature
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10/F, City Hall High Block

To promote local art and to support creative talents, the
Museum of Art has operated an art sale service since May
1988. Over 200 original works by artists selected from the
1985, 1987, and 1989 Contemporary Hong Kong Art
Biennial Exhibitions are offered for sale at a maximum of
three thousand dollars each. Items include Chinese paint-
ings, ceramics, oil paintings, drawings, prints, Chinese
calligraphy and sculptures. New works have been
replenished. To own a work of art is to invest in the finer
things in life. Please come and choose your favourite art

works.
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Taking a Rest I

Hung Oi-yee

Multi-colour etching

A consigned work of ‘Art Sale
Service’
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Art Lectures

Recital Hall, 8/F, City Hall High Block

Admission Free

Only 110 seats are available on a first-come-first-served
basis. Please come early!

1

Alternative Photographic Process — Non-Silver
Photography

by Ms. Lo Yuen-man, Yvonne (in Cantonese)

18 July Wed 6pm

Ms. Yvonne Lo received her Master of Fine Arts degree in
photography from Texas Woman’s University, U.S.A. in
1985. She has exhibited in a number of shows in Hong Kong
and U.S.A. Recently, her works were displayed in the “Turn of
the Decade’, an art exhibition presented by the Hong Kong
Arts Centre and the exhibition of ‘Works by the Hong Kong
Young Women Artists’ presented by the Hong Kong Institute
for Promotion of Chinese Culture. At present, she is a
lecturer of the Communication Department, Hong Kong
Baptist College.

In this lecture, Ms. Lo will give an account of an alternative
photographic process, the non-silver photography. She will
introduce the cyanotype printing, gum printing and kwik
printing; and illustrate the related works created by artists
from U.S.A. and Hong Kong. The methods of producing big
negatives will be demonstrated during the lecture.

2

The Art of Anti-Art — Marcel Duchamp
by Mr. Pun Sou, Sydney (in Cantonese)
8Aug  Wed 6pm

22 Aug Wed 6pm

Mr. Sydney Pun graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic
and obtained his Bachelor degree from the University of Kent
at Canterbury. He uses a great variety of art forms in his
works, including the art of happening, installation, perfor-
mance, etc. His conceptual works of art were presented in
the ‘Turn of the Decade’, an art exhibition presented by the
Hong Kong Arts Centre and a number of local art galleries.
In his two lectures, Mr. Pun will give an account of the art of
Marcel Duchamp, one of the rare figures in the history of art
who destroyed frames of references and challenged tradi-
tional attitudes and aesthetic conventions. He will also
discuss the influence of Duchamp upon the new genera-
tions of artists.
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