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Foreword

The aim of the competition and exhibition “Tea Wares by Hong Kong
Potters” is to stimulate public interest in the custom of tea drinking and
to promote ceramic art in Hong Kong. Tea has long been a common
beverage in Hong Kong. In recent years, increase in the interest in tea
drinking coincides with a rising vogue in the study of tea wares and
methods of preparing tea. The growth of ceramic art in Hong Kong has
also progressed rapidly especially during the last decade with the
establishment of private studios and ceramic courses in many educational
institutions.

Today, we are happy to note that entries in this competition are both
ceramic works of high artistic merit as well as utensils suited for the
functional purpose of preparing and serving tea, a requirement foremost
in this competition. Vessels range from highly naturalistic forms to simple
geometric designs, and they are decorated with colourful glazing, painting,
lamination and meticulous modelling. The works also reflect potters’
knowledge in the custom of tea drinking, as they represent an increasing
variety of tea wares: there are teapots, teacups, tea bowls, tea caddies,
waste water containers, teasets complete with sugar bowls and milk jugs,
and vessels with devices designed to filter tea leaves. Indeed, our potters
are able to achieve a fusion of form and function, which is the fundamental
challenge for potters at all times.

We are most grateful to the panel of adjudicators, Dr. Tao Ho, Dr. K.S. Lo,
Madam Ng Chi-bing and Mr. Wong Ping-kwong for their expert advice and
professional judgement. Our sincere thanks are also due to all those who
gave us their support by participating in this competition. Our hearty
congratulations go to the three award winners and the other fifty-nine
artists whose works are selected for the exhibition. We wish them success
in their future creative career.

Christina Chu

Curator (Collection)

Hong Kong Museum of Art
July 1989



AEHE FHRR

Stone Teawares by Lee Tze Leung
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A plaster mould will be casted from this
piece of stone whose shape is suitable for
the body of a teapot. This stone requires a
mould consisting of three pieces.
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Plastic sheets are put around the stone
with strips of clay inserted to fix their
positions. The stone is coated with vaseline
to aid removal from the mould.
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One part of the mould is completed by

pouring plaster on top of and at the side of
the stone.
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The other two pieces are made in the same
way.
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Next, clay is prepared.
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Three different types of mineral oxides are
mixed into the clay to give different shades
of colour after firing.
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Different types of clay are taken at random
and spread on the inner walls of the
mould.
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After placing clay in all three pieces of the
mould, the pieces are joined and pressed
tightly together.
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The complete clay body is then removed
from the mould. A small piece of stone is
used to press along the junctions, so that
these areas also take on the texture of
stone.
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The position of the spout is marked, and
holes drilled on the body.
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The spout, formed by another mould, is
attached to the body:

hoERERNTEL.

The handle, also formed separately by
press mould, is attached.
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The lid is cut out from the top of the body.
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The lid is completed by adding the flange
and the knob.

KRER, LR RAUREALA
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After firing, the teapot emerges from the

kiln with colour and texture resembling a
piece of stone.
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Daffodil Tea Set by shing Kue Sheung
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A lump of clay is kneaded into the main
body of a daffodil bulb. This forms the
body of the teapot.
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Two smaller lumps of clay are attached to
complete the form.
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The two smaller bulbs are cut off for later
use. The main body is hollowed out from
its base.
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The lid is cut out from the tip of the main
bulb. A thin coil of clay is added to the

mouth to form the lip, which supports the
lid.
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Another strip of clay is added to the lid to
form the flange.
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The surface of the main body is modelled
to give detailed form and texture of a
daffodil bulb.
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Details such as layers of peel are produced
carefully with a bamboo knife.
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The base is formed by attaching a circular
piece of clay with slurry.
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Excessive clay is removed and the base is
sealed.
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Holes for pouring are drilled on the body.



[EHEINFAL , iG 2 BAMT Y 25 5 o

The spout is attached after determining the
water-level. )
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The handle is in the form of a smaller bulb
with sprouting leaves.
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The footring is formed by indenting the
base with a scraper and leaving a ring on
the outer rim.
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After firing the biscuit under high
temperature, low-fire glazes giving various
colours are applied to different parts of the
vessel.
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The highly naturalistic daffodil teapot is
completed after being fired a second time.
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Thrown Tea Set by wong May Lee
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A lump of clay is centered on the turning
wheel.
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The clay is opened from the centre. The
body of the teapot is formed by squeezing
and raising the clay upwards gradually
between two hands.

1525 B BRI A HE L KR TR .

The neck is formed by pressing in near the
top.
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Excessive clay is removed from the base
with a scraper.
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The width of the mouth is measured with
callipers so as to determine the diameter of
the lid.
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The lid and the flange are formed from a
small lump of clay by throwing on the
wheel.
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The spout is formed by throwing a tall
cylinder.
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When the body becomes leather-hard, it is

attached to the wheel and the sides and
base are trimmed while turning.
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The position of the spout is determined by

correlating the water level of the mouth
and the spout.
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The spout is attached after holes are drilled
on the body.
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A strip of clay is added to reinforce the
junction of the spout and the body.
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Two small loops are added on the shoulder
to secure the overhead handle.
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The biscuit is fired under high temperature.
Before glazing, the mouth rim, the interior
of the lid and the footring are coated with
wax.
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The entire teapot is dipped into a bucket of
glaze. Since areas coated with wax remain

glaze-free, the teapot can be fired a second
time with the lid in place.

R FAR 2 A AN PTLABERKIZ
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The glaze contains oxides of iron and zinc,

and produces a brownish yellow colour
with spots after firing.



