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Born in Fujian, China

Graduated from the Fine Arts Department, Fujian Normal
University

Moved to Hong Kong

Joint Exhibition of Hong Kong Artists - Fuzhou Exhibition
Gallery and Hubei Academy of Art, China

The 7th National Art Exhibition - National Gallery,
Beijing, China

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition -
Hong Kong Museum of Art

The Exhibition of Realistic Art — The First Station -
Hong Kong Arts Centre

Yellow Earth Perplexity — Hui Yan-ki Solo Exhibition -
Quart Society, Hong Kong

Contemporary Hong Kong Art Biennial Exhibition -
Hong Kong Museum of Art

New Dimension Art Exhibition - Hong Kong Institute of
Promotion of Chinese Culture

Contemporary Hong Kong Painting - Fukuoka Art
Museum, Japan

Hong Kong Artists Series : Hui Yan-ki - Hong Kong
Museum of Art
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It is a major aim of the Urban Council to foster the
development of Hong Kong art and to encourage local
artists in artistic creation by presenting art exhibitions,
competitions, education and extension activities and
publications. The presentation of exhibitions of the Hong
Kong Artists Series is one of these promotional measures.

The Hong Kong Museum of Art, Urban Council
organized the first Hong Kong Artists Series exhibitions
from 1992 to 1993 to feature the representative works of
JAT See-yeu, CHENG Wei-kwok, LEUNG Kui-ting and HA
Bik-chuen to show their artistic styles, accomplishments
and contributions in art. In order to enable more artists
to participate in this event, the Museum broadened the
scope of the exhibition series by changing it to an open
application basis in 1994, in which artists could submit
their portfolios and works for selection. Artists responded
enthusiastically and the Museum's Honorary Advisers
carefully selected 26 budding artists who demonstrated
creativity, distinctive personal styles and potential for
further development from a total of over 250 submitted
entries. Solo exhibitions of these 26 artists will be
presented at the Hong Kong Museum of Art and the civic
centres of the Urban Council within two years. It is
expected that presentation of the second Hong Kong
Artists Series will enhance the public's appreciation of their
artistic styles and knowledge of Hong Kong art.

This exhibition features 21 oil paintings by Hui Yan-
ki. Born in 1959 in Fujian, China, Hui graduated from the
Department of Fine Arts of the Fujian Normal University
in 1983 and moved to Hong Kong in the following year.
While at secondary school, he studied western painting
with his art teacher at school. At university, he majored
in oil painting. He is devoted to western classic and
impressionist painting, placing emphasis on traditional
drawing and painting foundations, and aims at realistic
representation.

After moving to Hong Kong, Hui paints mainly street
scenes and human figures. His works are rich in social
meanings, using realistic techniques, stage-like
compositions and delicate nuances of light and colour to

explore the moods of the city population, the complicated
social structures and the heavy burdens of living. They
reflect the artist's deep impression of urban culture and
differences in the standard of living of different social
stratum. Under the artist's paintbrush, the ordinary people
move like spirits on the canvas, without body or eye
contact, as if trying to keep away from each another. Their
bodies and features sometimes fade out in the cream-
colored paint, seemingly in a process of dissolving in thin
air. At other times, they surface distinctly, thus creating a
one-point or multi-point perspective on the canvas,
suggesting a distinctive narrative method and visual space.
These works not only convey the existential qualities of
human beings and objects, but under the artist's careful
composition, they lead the audience into an imaginary
realm beyond that of daily reality, thus demonstrating
characteristics of new realism.

Since he came to Hong Kong, Hui has made deeper
reflections upon Chinese culture, gaining greater insights
into Taoist philosophy especially, which are evident in his
recent paintings. The exhibition features representative
works of Hui from the recent two years, among which are
works exploring the spirit of impersonality. Using his mind
as his eyes, he captures spontaneously the images of
extraordinary things in life. Some works no longer contain
the human figure, but are pure representations of nature,
expressions of the broadmindedness and generous spirit
of the artist. I wish this diligent young artist continual
success and further breakthroughs in his artistic career.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the
Museum's Honorary Advisers who have given valuable
advice and assistance in the realization of the second Hong
Kong Artists Series. I would also like to thank members of
the visual arts community in Hong Kong, who have
participated and supported this event for the promotion
of art in Hong Kong.

Gerard C C TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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