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"Fruitful Imagination — Cheng Kar-chun" is the second of the Hong Kong Artists Series 111 exhibitions organized by the Hong
Kong Museum of Art. This exhibition series aims to introduce the prominent senior artists in Hong Kong and recognize their

contributions to and achievements in the local art scene.

Caricature and comic strips are now very popular in Hong Kong, yet these modern works mainly cater to the popular appeal
of colourful images and melodramatic stories. Few of these associate with daily life and the social context. Developing an
interest in caricature in his youth, Mr. Chen also taught himself painting. During his young days, he succeeded in getting his
caricatures published in newspapers and from then on, he devoted himself to caricature. In the Sino-Japanese War period,
he produced caricatures with political and social messages and organized touring exhibitions and propaganda teams to show
his patriotic and anti-war attitude. Mr. Cheng is not only an artist in the true sense, but also cares for society and country,

injecting in his work a touch of realistic life.

Besides caricature, Mr. Cheng also cultivated his skills in Chinese painting with equal success. Since the 1960s, he has

hosted many exhibitions of his works on calligraphy, figures, landscapes, sketches and caricatures.

In addition to his artistic cultivation, Mr. Cheng still devotes much effort to promote art. In 1945, he was appointed the
editor of the Wah Kiu Yat Po and since then, to enhance the readers' knowledge of art, published a great number of articles and
essays on painting and calligraphy under the pen name "Shuangyu". His valuable writings and records on the history and
development of Hong Kong caricature trace the development of this popular art form in Hong Kong. Mr. Cheng is also an
active member of various art groups, including the Gengzi Art Club and the Hong Kong Lanting Art Club. He always
participates in art activities and gives demonstrations. His devotion and diligent personal involvement in artistic creation, art

studies and promotion of art are acclaimed by local aesthetes and art lovers.

Mr. Cheng's caricatures are often reflections of different facets of people's daily lives and current affairs. In caricature, the
artist should always be sensitive to his surroundings. He should be able to capture the right angles and manipulate pictorial
treatment to depict his subjects and inspire the viewer's response. Mr. Cheng successfully applies the same treatment to both
his caricatures and his paintings. He often tours widely in China and gets inspiration from the beautiful scenery of mountains and
rivers. He creates works with a touch of realistic flavour, as can be seen in works such as "Morning Scenery in the Coconut
Field", "Yinwo Beach", "Majestic Landscapes of Mount Wuyi" and "Alps", which are imbued with a lively and realistic resonance.
Technically, Mr. Cheng masters the pictorial compositions and textural strokes of Chinese landscapes to further develop new
individualistic styles characterized by spatial manipulation and spontaneous brushwork, thus giving his works a strong sense
of perspective, and thus displaying the personal sentiment of the artist. Other than landscape painting, Mr. Cheng also
excels in painting flowers and figures with a distinctive style to reveal, with abbreviated brushwork, the essence of the

subjects.

This exhibition features thirty representative works by Mr. Cheng, including landscapes, flowers and calligraphy. Mr. Cheng
is a great artist, having created a great number of masterpieces, and the works in this exhibition are representative of his
distinctive artistic styles and accomplishments. We hope that by contemplating the work of this artist, you, the art audience

will also start a mental journey to the myriad landscapes of China and enjoy the essence of Chinese ink painting.

Gerard C. C. TSANG
Chief Curator
Hong Kong Museum of Art
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Cheng Kar-chun, native of Hainan Island, Guangdong, was born in Hong Kong in 1918. He received
secondary education in Guangzhou in 1929. Since the 1930s, Mr. Cheng has devoted himself to the
creation of caricature and comic strips under the pennames "Situ Yin" and "Chuzi" etc.. He served as
the editor of many periodicals including the fortnightly Tianxia Pictorial Magazine and Zhonglian Pictorial
Magazine etc.. He was one of the founders of The World of Cartoons. Beginning in 1945, he served as the
editor of the Wah Kiu Yat Po until the 1990s. Under the penname "Shuangyu", he published numerous
articles and essays on Chinese painting and calligraphy in newspapers and magazines. Mr. Cheng is
also an active member of various art groups, including the Gengzi Art Club and the Hong Kong Lanting
Art Club. Mr. Cheng's works, including calligraphy, figures, sketches and caricatures, are frequently featured
in various exhibitions. His publications include South of the Yangtse River — Chinese Paintings by Cheng
Kar-chun, Rivers and Mountains — A Collection of Sketches by Cheng Kar-chun, Sketch of Huangshan by Cheng
Kar-chun and Hong Kong Caricatures. Delicated to art promotion, Mr. Cheng has made significant contributions

to the development of Hong Kong art.

Mr. Cheng devoted himself to caricature creation since his early years and studied calligraphy, painting
and seal carving by himself. He is fond of travelling and has made abundant life sketches

during his tours. Mr. Cheng excels in Chinese ink painting and is particularly noted for

pamtmg 1andscapes ina spontaneous manner with naturalistic aura. His figures and flowers
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1 fEAEH 1961
Rhapsody 1961

2 WL 1974
River Li 1974

3 BWEW 1975
Lake Xing in Summer Rain 1975

4 BERE 1978

Pine Tree in Snow 1978

5 BUEHE 1979
Returning Home in the Dark 1979

6 FHE#KE 1979

Autumn Scenery at Mount Danxia 1979

7 HILA®K 1981
Mount Huang under the Moonlight 1981

8 KHEE 1981
Driving Away Pestilence 1981

0 WERME 1981
Ghosts 1981

10 B 1981
Monk Dangui 1981

11 EFEH 1984

Sunrise at Seaside 1984

12 BRMR M 1985
Morning Scenery in Coconut Field 1985

13 SENEAT 78K 1988
Stories of ZHONG Kui 1988

14 fE7F 1988
Flowers 1988

15 ®&F/\\ 1988
Caricature '88 1988

16 &L 1990
River Fuchun 1990

17 WHTZMR 1990
Landscape 1990

18 #FGLLI3HE 1990
Zhaoyang Villa 1990

19 BB £ 1992
Yangguan Passage Way 1992

20 1992
Old Banyan Tree 1992

21 REHE 1994
Yinwo Beach 1994

22 HAER 1994
Tunglung Island 1994

23 RAEMB 1994
Majestic Landscapes of Mount Wuyi 1994

24 FEFERH 1996
Fanyin Cave, Dongputuo Island 1996

25 T 1998
Cave of Thousand Buddhas 1998

26 IITEMIE fmerak

Blossoming Flowers Not dated

27 PIREHHTIL 4K
Alps Not Dated

28 75 1979
Verse in Running-cursive Script 1979

29 fHEE R ZE) 1983
Two Poems by SU Dongbo in
Running-regular Script 1983

30 ZehidTHE CRHAER) MK
Poem by ZHENG Bangiao in Running Script
(written with left hand) Not Dated
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