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K.S. Lo and
staff House
1m of Tea Ware

Dedicated to studying the Chinese tea culture and tea ware, the Flagstaff House
Museum of Tea Ware opened to the public in 1984. In 1981, the museum
received a donation from Dr. K.S. Lo, founder of the Vitasoy Group. The
contributed collection comprised about 600 ceramic and purple clay tea vessels
and related relics dating from the Western Zhou (11th ¢.B.C. - 771 B.C.) to the
twentieth century. Forming the core of the museum’s collection, these treasures
have revitalised the historic building which houses the museum. To date, more
than 1,300 pieces of Chinese tea ware, pottery and seal carving donated by the

K.S. Lo Foundation are showcased in Museum

The Museum of Tea Ware was re-developed from the heritage building Flagstaff
House. Also known as Headquarter House, Flagstaff House was residence of the
Commander of the British Forces in Hong Kong until 1978. Completed between
1844 and 1846 in Greek Revival style, the two-storey mansion is the oldest
western architecture extant in Hong Kong today. In 1989, Flagstaff House was
declared a protected monument under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance

When the British Forces handed the Flagstaff House back to the Hong Kong
Government for re-development in the early 1980s, there were several proposals
on the usage of this building from different government departments. Thanks
to Dr. Lo’s active lobbying, the monument was awarded to the Urban Council for
refurbishment into the Museum of Tea Ware we see today. Dr. Lo also
unconditionally donated his valuable tea ware collection to the museum.
Subsequently, with contribution from the Hong Kong Jockey Club, Hong Kong
Park was developed. This corner of Central District then became a cherished
oasis in the concrete jungle.

In 1981, the Hong Kong Government handed management of Flagstaff House to
the Urban Council. A plan was drafted to transform it into a thematic museum
of Chinese tea culture. As a branch of the Hong Kong Museum of Art, the
Museum of Tea Ware has been devoted to the collection, study and display of
tea ware and related information. The basic collection donated by Dr. K.S. Lo are
displayed in the permanent exhibition of the Museum of Tea Ware.

Occupying the former site of the Victoria Barracks, Hong Kong Park opened to
the public in 1991. The Park is a rare green gem in the middle of the built-up
urban centre. In this small oasis surrounded by skyscrapers, one can find the
quaint old Museum of Tea Ware. This Western building with more than 160
years of history is a classical beauty of subtle elegance where the créme of Dr.
K.S. Lo’s lifelong collection is accommodating.
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Recent outlook of the
Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware
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Large teapot Teapot of squat round shape with curved
overhead hand|
eal: Jingx Yuanxiang zhi; Yuanx
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Large teapot of Han square hu shape
with robin’s egg glaze
Seal: Danran Zhai yin

18th century

2apot of cylindrical shape
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Teapot of rectangular shape with bird-and-flower
decoration engraved through black slip
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Teapot of squat rectangu
ature: Gongzhi [Che

Teapot of flattened round shape
Seal: Cuizhu Ju
Early 18th century

‘@

A I [0 £

2[R

TREE A

ik | (1910 4
Teapot with engraved fruit-and-animal decoration
seals: [Shao] Guangyu; /iy

Nanyang Quanye Hui sc

Inscription by Songjiu datec
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Opening of the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware Newspaper report of opening

1984 of the Flagstaff House Museum
of Tea Ware
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ple Clay Craft
Factory by K.S. Lo

After retirement of Dr. K.S. Lo in 1978, Mr. Winston Lo, son of Dr. Lo took
care of the family business. Dr. Lo therefore could devote to develop his
Yixing collection. In the autumn of 1979, Dr. Lo visited the Jiangsu Yixing i
Purple Clay Craft Factory for the first time. The Cultural Revolution was

drawing to an end, the society was under recovery but still influenced by the
remaining sentiment of the Revolution.

Dr. Lo spent three days in the factory to learn the whole process of making
purple clay teapot. On the first day he observed how the potters produced
teapots. On the second day he toured all departments of the factory,
looking at the treatment of clay and the teapot firing process at the kiln. On
the third day, he asked the factory manager to arrange meeting with some { 3
experienced potters and chatted with them.

Dr. Lo made such a request because he found that the production and
quality of the teapots were far from satisfaction. Not only are products poor
in workmanship, but every piece was stamped with ‘Yixing China’ which was
completely different from Ming and Qing works that bore the potters’
signature.

On the last day of his visit, Dr. Lo introduced himself as a collector of Yixing
teapots and showed the potters photographs of some Ming and Qing
purple clay teapots from his own collection. He expressed his
disappointment in the teapots made by the potters and asked for th
reason why they could not create outstanding works like historic teap
the photographs. First there was silence; then someone replied
can produce them, but nobody will buy.” Dr. Lo was surprised and-
to know the reason. They said, “They would cost too much.” Dr.
responded with great certainty, “I will m & R

After some whispering,
was serious. Dr. Lo s
their total ann
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Second Visit to
Purple Cl: aft

Factory by K.S. Lo

The inaugural exhibition “Yixing Purple Clay n 1984 and other
promotional activities organised by the Museum of Tea Ware have revived
the Yixing purple clay craft very quickly. There was only one purple clay craft

factory with less than 400 potters when Dr. Lo vis n 1979. By 1994, the
number of factory has grown to more than 20. Together, they employed

over 1,000 artisans.

When the Museum of Tea Ware celebrated its 10th anniversary in 1994, Dr.
Lo suggested another exhibition of works by contemporary Yixing purple
clay potters. To understand the whole process of purple clay teapots, Dr. Lo
spent three days at the Yixing craft factory again. And once again, more
than 30 contemporary Yixing potters were invited to create a collection for
an exhibition. Dr. Lo’s order this time required every potter to inscribe his
signature for every piece of work, so as to revive the tradition of literati,
calligraphers, engravers and potters working together to create teapots
since the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Teapot inscription first appeared in the Ming dynasty and became a fashion
in the Qing dynasty. This practice was once banned during the Cultural
Revolution. Now, with support from Dr. Lo, it was rekindled.

The artistic tradition of the Chinese literati also aroused Dr. Lo’s great
interest in seal carving. His important collector’s items include seal carving
by Chen Sui of the Ming dynasty, Eight Xiling Masters of the Qing dynasty
and Qi Baishi of modern China; as well as works by modern seal-makers of
Guangdong and Hong Kong. The comprehensive collection has preserved
the essence of Chinese seal carving art. Indeed, the rendezvous of purple
clay ware and seal carving is a continued episode of an encounter with art.

Travelling frequently between the mainland and Hong Kong for his beloved
art of purple clay, Dr. Lo departed in 1995 after coming down with a bad
cold. Most regrettably, he did not live to see the grand opening of the K.S.
Lo Gallery. However, his great passion for Chinese culture, his unselfish
commitment in promoting the tea culture and his enthusiasm in
appreciating tea ware will always be remembered in the cultural circle of
Hong Kong.
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Publicity of Selected Works of
Contemporary Yixing Potters exhibition
1994
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Selected Works of
Contemporary Yixing Potters
1994
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Selected Seals donated by
the K.S. Lo Foundation
1995
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Teapot of peact
Tea caddy apot with ribbed decoration and
head handle
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Teapot of well railing shape with overhead handle

s: Wanfer Nanfe
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Tea caddy
Seals: Li, Changhong; [Shen] Juhua
Inscription: [Xu] Xiutang sheji Changhong Juhua zhi
Inscription by [Xie] Zhiliu
Dated March 1993
€1994.0080
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Teapot of well railing shape with overhead handle

Seals: Wanfen, Yangxian Wanfeng zhi tao; Yuanlinge; Cao Ji;

Qizhan; Lintang jianzhi

Inscription by Yiming [Fan Jianjun]
Decoration engraved by Zhu Qizhan
Dated September 1993

€1994.0084
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Teapot of peach shape
Seals: Wang Yang, Yinxian
1993

€1994.0081
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Teapot of pearl shape
Seals: Hu, Yongcheng
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1993

Teapot with ribbed decoration and
overhead handle

Seals: Wang Yinxian, Wang Yang, Yinxian;
Zhang Shouzhi and sheep

1993
€1994.0082

Painting and calligraphy by Jianbi (Chen Peigiu)

Inscription by Yisu (Mao Guogiang)

€1994.0086




Teapot with th

overhead handle

Bifang
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Yellow clay teapot with chicken-head

spout
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ot with wave pattern and
yellow grains in light olive green clay
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1988
Teapot of buffalo shape with incised decoration
Seals: Wang Yinxian, Wang, Yinxian; Han Meilin zhi
Han, Meilin
Marks: Jimen Meilin, 1988.M.L
1988
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Teapot of mango shape in coloured clay Teapot of twin fish shape with
yellow grains in purple clay

177 %

1980 4t
Teapot with round shoulder and Teapot of six-lobed shape in red clay
ox-snout cover hou Gul

He, Daohong ( irca 1984
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Royal Museum of Mariemont, Belgium
14.11.2009 - 21.2.2010

In July 2008, the Chinese Ministry of Culture invited Hong Kong to!
participate in the “Eurof China 2009” Festival, which marks a new
height of cultural hange b en Belgium and China. The Europalia is
an important multi-disciplinary cultural festival in Europe, dedicated to
introduce in every two years’ interval one major city or one country in all its
historical and cultural multiplicity since 1969. It is our honour to participate
in “Europalia - China 2009”, bringing to the European audience the culture
of tea drinking

“Tea Through the Ages: An Art of Living” was officially open on 13.11.2009
at the Royal Museum of Mariemont in Belgium. This exhibition featured 63
refined artifacts selected from the K.S. Lo Collection of tea ware housed
the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware. These valuable artifa
document the discernible changes and development in ways of making '

as well as in ways of decorating the tea ware. There is a great variety
form and glaze applied to ewers and tea bowls of the Tang and
dynasties. On display were also refined teapots of the Ming
exquisite covered bowls of the Qing dynasty, in addition to a vari
styles of tea ware designated for export. While appreciating this |
heritage of tea ware featuring various qualities, visitors are al

explore the history of Chinese tea culture that they embody.
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Travelling Exhibitions

of Yixing Ware to

Museums in North America
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Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada
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Indianapolis Museum of Art. USA
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To further promote the art of Yixing craft overseas, supported by Dr. K.S.Lo,
the Museum of Tea Ware organised a touring exhibition of 118 Yixing ware
to various cities in North America from 1990 to 1992. This exhibition
introduced oversea visitors to the long tradition of tea drinking in China and
to appreciate the art of pottery making in Yixing. It enjoyed overwhelming
response in every city and many visitors who saw the elegant Ming and Qing
teapots went to great lengths to collect purple clay teapots for practical use
or art collection. All eyes were on Yixing pottery all of a sudden and the prices
of these works rose markedly.

This exhibition featured a selection of Yixing ware, including teapots, tea
cups, figurines and objects for the scholars’ table dated from the Ming
dynasty to the present day. Set of educational materials introducing the art of
Chinese tea drinking and the making of Yixing tea ware were also included as
supplementary exhibits. The exhibition had been travelled to the following

venues:

Phoenix Art Museum, USA:
26 May - 12 Aug 1990

Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco, USA:
15 Sept — 22 Dec 1990

Indianapolis Museum of Art, USA:
9 Apr -9 Jun 1991

Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada:
17 Sept 1991 - 5 Jan 1992

R0 L 0 14

Phoenix Art Museum, USA

0 R 1) 575 4 4 O 01 1

Indianapolis Museum of Art, USA

LA PR E L]
Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Canada
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Teapot of bulging round shape
Shao) Dahe

First half of 191
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Teapot in imitation of Gongchun’s
knur-shaped dlassic

Seal: [Huang] Yulin

Mark: Gongchun

Second half of 19th century

fadkit

hut

Teapot with decoration of “fish

metamorphosing into dragon Teapot of globular shape
al: [shao) Dahe 31 [Shao) Youlan mi zh

First half of 19th century
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Teapot of squat round shape.
Seals: Huang Yulin, Yulin
Qing dynasty (second half of 19th century)

vith inscription
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Large teapot of hexagonal shape
with overhead handle
Seal: Jingxi Xu

Mid 18th century
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Teapot of gourd shape with prunus painted in
fencai er

al: Ji'an [Qu Yingst
(zaiquan]
Signature: Xingyouheng Tang Zhuren zhi [Zaiquan
Dated Jiyou year of Daoguang period (1849)
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Teapot of conical shape with engraved
bamboo decoration

Seal: Shen Xi; Hugor

Inscription by Ziye [Qu Yingshaol

First half of 19th century
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Teapot of trapezoidal grain measure shape
with engraved bamboo decoration
eal: Shen Xi, Cha shu xiang wer

cription by Zhuping

First half of 19th century

Teapot with belt-like band round the belly
Seals: Yangxian Pan Zhimao zhi, Zhimao
Inscription by [Shao] Erquan

Mid 19th century
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Teapot decorated with landscape and
amels
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Teapot of round shape with robin

bamboo in fencai e
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Teapot of oval shape encased in pewter

N m
Teapot of trapezoidal grain measure
shape encased in pewter

Seal: Yang Pengnian zhi

Inscription by Shime
Mark: Boya Ju Qing dynasty (Early 19th century)
Early 19th century P
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Teapot of round shape with robin’s
egg glaze

Seal: Shanwan

18th century
€1983.0009
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Teapot of trapezoidal grain measure
shape encased in pewter

Seal: Yang Pengnian zhi

Mark: Boya Ju zhi

Early 19th century
€1981.0422
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Teapot decorated with landscape and
bamboo in fencai enamels

Seal: Hanzhen

Early 19th century

€1981.0329
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Teapot of oval shape encased in pewter

Seal: Yang Pengnian zao
Inscription by Shimei [Zhu Jian]

Qing dynasty (Early 19th century)
€1981.0424
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Small teapot with shoulder
Seal: [Feng] Caixia Jian zhi

Qing dynasty (second quarter of 19th century)
€1981.0356
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tea culture, Dr. Lo suggested to build a tea gallery

in 1992. A venue for regular tea demonstrations

y could promote Chinese tea heritage and offer both

) chance to appreciate the cultural essence of China.

dation generously donated 25 pieces of rare ceramic

»wned by Dr. Lo to the Urban Council again. This
tablishment of the K.S. Lo Gallery.

The design of the gallery was discussed at length and a number of changes were
made after several deliberations between Dr. Lo and the Government. The
exterior matched the Greek Revival architectural style of Flagstaff House as
much as possible, while interior installations and fittings like doors, windows,
furniture and exhibition showcases were rich in Chinese character. The gallery is
a two-storey structure. The exhibition hall on the upper level showcases precious
ceramic antiques donated by Dr. K.S. Lo, dating from the Song, Yuan and Ming
dynasties, as well as Chinese seals from the Ming dynasty, Qing dynasty and
modern times. The lower level is a Chinese tea room where visitors can enjoy.
Chinese tea and tea demonstration.

The K.S. Lo Gallery, an extension of the Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware,
with a gross area of 600 square metres, was officially opened to the public on 14
December 1995 for holding various functions such as art lectures,
{ and ion activities related to Chinese tea
drinking and other Chinese art forms.Other than selling tea and food, Lock Cha
Tea House inside the K.S.Lo Gallery has regularly organized various types of tea
and music i to let citizens to have a deeper

understanding of Chinese tea culture.

LULEL LD L
Briefing of the architecture of K.5. Lo Gallery

HupESNES
Open of K. Lo Gallery.
1995
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Please leave yo. ' o mments on the board to
share your impression on this exhibition.
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< to eqariz erts ni toqasT 4 Teapot in the shape of square seal Teapot in the shape of square s st andcorpe Ty
a in cloth with enamel decoration rapped in cloth €
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Teapot of bulging round shape ALt RIS
with overhead handle
! 2t Late 19th century
w2 < Crom.

Teapot with overhead handle and
ox-snout cover
s: [Chen] Guangming, Feng
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th bamboo motif and Teapot of round shape with bamboo motif
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apot of conical shape
[Fan] Jing'an, Fanzhuang Nongjia

h century
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Teapot of flower shape Teapot of square rectangular shape with
a bulging sides
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>me shape with ox-snout cover
Teapot of round shape with himin

flattened shoulder

Seals: Pei Shimin nian qishiliu zhi,

Shimin, Qishiqi Laoren

Circa 1968
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Yunnan Seven
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Yunnan Seven
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Seals: [Xu] Hantang, Xu Ji
Circa 1982

C1982.0026 (1-8)
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