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Seal carvers originated from, travelling to or living in Guangdong or Hong Kong
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TAO Shoubo (1902-1997)

Tao Shoubo (1902—-1997), a native of Wuxi, Jiangsu, courtesy names Zhifen and Shouzhi, literary name
Chouzhong laoren, changed his original surname Wang from his father to his maternal grandfather’s
surname when he was adopted into his mother’s family. He called his studio Wanshi lou. A Shanghai
entrepreneur and co-founder of the Liiyi Art Society, he was well learned in epigraphy, painting and
calligraphy. He stayed in Hong Kong in 1950 before settling in Taipei. Having worked for the
newspaper Shanghai bao, he founded the newspaper Fenbao. He had taught seal carving in tertiary
schools in Taiwan. He first studied art under Zhao Shuru. When Zhang Daqgian moved to Shanghai
from Sichuan in 1947, he asked for Zhang to be his teacher. He became interested in seal carving since
young and emulated the ancient bronze inscriptions, modelling on the bronze-and-stone inscriptions of
the Qin and Han as well as Zhao Zhiqian and Huang Shiling for his art. He was also a calligrapher and

bird-and-flower painter. His works include Tao Shoubo shuhua ji and Tao Shoubo zhuanke.
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Square Seal with Three Incised Characters
Modern period (1950)

TAO Shoubo

Stone (Shoushan / Qingtian / Changhua)

Seal characters:  Li Zuyou

Size: W: 1.8 cm
L:1.8cm
H:10.6 cm



