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WENG Fanggang (1733-1818)

Weng Fanggang (1733-1818), a native of Daxing, Zhili (southwest of present-day Beijing), courtesy
names Zhengsan and Zhongxu, literary names Tanxi and Suzhai, earned the title of jinshi in the 17th
year of the Qianlong reign (1752) and rose to the rank of Left Vice Minister of the Court of State
Ceremonial. He named his studio Sumi zhai and Shimo lou, and was accomplished in prose and
poetry, being appointed as Director of Education of Guangdong three times. He modelled on Yan
Zhenging, Ouyang Xun and Su Shi for his calligraphy and created many works in the clerical script.
His fame in the art brought him on a par with Liu Yong, Liang Tongshu and Wang Wenzhi, and made
him one of the Four Great Calligraphers of Mid-Qing along with Liu Yong, Prince Cheng (Yongxing)
and Tiebao. He was also a connoisseur specialised in the study of bronze-and-stone, and often
researched into famous model-books and stele rubbings, leaving behind a number of inscriptions and
colophons of his findings. As an occasional seal carver, he made seals that evoked antiquity. His
writings include Liang Han jinshi ji, Yuedong jinshi lue, Han shijing canzi kao, Jianshan ding ming
kao, etc. He once compiled the seal book Suomo Qin Han wadang wenzi yin from Liang Tashan’s

works of seal carving.
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BREH T 2 VU ok S EN Square Seal with Four Characters Carved in
Relief
B (1800) Qing Jiaging (1800)
Eepaki| WENG Fanggang
A (Fl/ W) Stone (Shoushan)
EInC s ROKEIE Seal characters:  Ye yong fenghan
Rep s & 3.1 EDR Size: W: 3.1 cm
fe 1 3.1 EDK L:3.1cm

= 9.6 EHR H: 9.6 cm



